42                       MODERN   INDIA

bring about a diversity  of occupations, they had,
no desire to see established.

For the European, booted and noisy of tread,
snakes have no terrors, and a sportsman may spend
his life in India and never meet any more deadly
specimen than the fresh-water snake which wriggles
harmlessly out of his way as he splashes through
the shallows in the rice-fields in search of snipe,
and disgorges the half-swallowed frog in its haste
to avoid the intruder.

Nor, indeed, are nearly all the deaths attri-
buted to snake-bite due to that cause, but to
domestic tragedies, quarrels, and riots, resulting
in an inconvenient corpse, which has in some way
or other to be explained away to the satisfaction
of an intrusive official.

The hillmen provide a most interesting study
for the anthropologist and sportsman. In spite
of, or perhaps because of, their simplicity, their
expressions are often most interesting and original.
One such, a head-man, announced the birth of a
son, destined to become a little axeman and forest
clearer, thus: " Last night the leaves of the forest
trembled, and the trees cried, 'Now in the near
future, thousands of us must bow our heads/"

Some carry on a wasteful hill cultivation, cut-
ting down the forest, cultivating for a year or two,
forsaking their clearings, and repeating annually
the same destructive tactics. Others desqpnd